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wa,s sle.eRY

r~~llY inhabiti~g a peo11air gr~en

bl±~ing

ahe was jU~~ about ~os~

3 ..

. • .t... _ '1. t. .- ..t _ _~

and st.ny border r,~~.i'.n. where iliean fished from horseba.ck with.

spear~, .and'one fuc.,e-d l~£e".~ith '\-iondro,us 'bioomi~g., ~l;l ;~:t4,"sh.e

suppos'ed l)~k'w~e-~ life and wha't y~ ~ea;'t:;' \~"e;e s-o moch, morE
" _. , ' r.

geh.tle.J .Al.ways intere,stedinreligioIlc, Deary enj o,y~9- SC9tt' s
~J

,portrait of the.-Qv,ake:r".,:,~e,fa_.'ilor~ of'i:role in ,·the worl'd ..

.Knock-- lcnock;the '~"'.ll'f s '~dmi t~edly_ somewhat ':eute
~~ . - ~

delicius, yes ~~e adm~~~e4 it~ "rice ~ooal~s and fresh

phosph.reace~t.plants, ~drt'cavet,cemplete
to· .,_." ''''}

wi th 'seaweed sti.cks Lr;eplace what yoll take' 0-0 your waY' home.
in

a li tt2e note- said J ,yellowed with age' and ri'early' distinguishable,.
, .~j; ". ~

Beoks f Deary rej'oided, coming;: 'upon tb-e ,.cancas wralFPed..;··stack ,et
;. . .... '. -

genuin6l p~per ,bo,eke, t~l.d ":r~n,dsi'de~prr:A~.i~~s· rebo;ur.Hi ~,e~<~~ngJ.Y·, ; .~

by wbo knows. w1ilJ... "/ .: '.' 11

,"She ceul~e'1;;h~ D.~ll~was·,trot pi.eased. Why' Q;i:d~r~l;la.ing"'· '>

.,.;6 -~. • ...~.£. :to- ;:-:.' .:,'1 " ••'\, . ' .r.

sometimes s~ to·~6..f:fe;rlci'the·"~peopt~~::araund\.Yo.~"J:rea;r'~
';, "'! "9" P. rlo;"':: • ~ • :F f: .,: ..... t~"\ <

finding.a

the ttgl;lt

compactly • "', , ..
• I', _ ~'- -.:.o:~ '-'h .,.d, .~.~..:; ~ -or

pretected, supported and survivedas ~°a.~v.result 'o:f
.4;·- _' ~. :.J..I ~ - ';:j ~ - 'r':

Readi;ng.
- • . -~';;,4 ,. .~......~ . _.:- ~ ",

, Fer instance,:t.niglft,.' after tl:l.~ Doll had' cooked
... ,,-

De'S-ry found the si;ash aroundf 5 in the a.fi;ernoqn •..Ind it really
", - . ¥.!

was afterno.n. ..:.,: She .could tell it by the long fir:tg.ers of light

shaf1;ing through the plankton laden ?ha11ews up at the last

Reef. 'Tn "a 1ittle, gro'tte founf "Via, arrow,



4.

the h~ihl ;for that matt-s-r did phethin she was geing"?

He'd finished Red~untlet. What a lead ef rot- that-book

into the'brain. Jes~s • ~is~ they~wer~ already decimatin the

salmon population in~ what ~as i.t~· 1'748. And 'w~a~ ~~n~ters he and

deary would see~ teScott's her.es, co~ing, ~in-foeted ~~d enslimed

fr.~ .u~·of the sea. Like somethihg out of LoYecra£t, only smaller,

ancient, and easily s\lb~ed wi th musket. ~

W~'re not even fuCking animals any more, the

we.den smile, belying:the sta"t$ :0£ -:tb.e' perma~c'anned ,tn~e:r,ior.

r&idi., she must be in'dangerf

voice~ gain resenance) concerned many thing~ 'that would deubt­

less surprise Deary could she hear ~hem~ The vehemence o~ his
.~ ~

argumen~, he tig1ll.red," w.uld 'aise astonish, 'her. He fmag.ined

her glas~y eyes wide wi~h so~ething clese te amazement as she

the l.~~ing dis~an~~ ou.~
- .

r

holding on'to a dolphi~?

J

reali~ed what could be' the white hbt fire 'of his rage at

they'd inhe;r:i ted."

God, it appalled him. this 9.-called survable settlement'

under the .sea ,and all it demanded. Reading! Bgeks frem ano ther'
~ - p

'(..... ~; t • f~

werld.-- childish impreS'siens of a w.rld not'un.derstood. Oh the

doll read .th~m, 11:.8 di;-d indeed. Anythin'g Doug had, read, he
, ,",' ~ " - • _ " ""b< -:...~ • '. ~ .'-

sur'e t.' ~a~; r~ad' te•. ;And h~W .•h this ~a.d 'j-~ur:g,e;Y<he ~aa

, .
Tehy were not allt.wed t. radi., the 1).'lls ~oh..Y;erflailons'

I .

(he was apparently do.med t. have them -- and i twa's a fac-t

that when most' of your day every day is i?pent und:~r water,

when y.ur thr.a t can e1[en breathe It, it's as if" the OrdInary

'prtvate
•



an<i..1ho1cl ;tne.m' ..theTe :toge;th~± in the-
. ..•." ',,~, 't' ...;'

ef dryneiifS ~arid wa;rmYth.
'.,_. 1'. ~••~~},'":.. •

"

little' cave to ~'unfo,1d.
{ ,;0:.

1 i t-tle b'alanp e'd .she-ll

When she' ~ go,tten f1;l.1' eno.ugn no·w.~~o ·t1la.t she
intended ,tobe;;,:",;;';.." ~hat is out in t:p.e fullness

, .:.,.. . . ~
:f';' '"("" .~'; •

deep., neaI;' where~ all t}me .attribt~ ..t.es" er he;r'~t s"bcial .sear .,fell.
,.";' _ l' ". .' '"

, ' :,.-;, ~ _.; ',t-, ,_':'.. . r • '"f4:)!";' ~-~ .

away befere the great wendeI', .r:' ;tne' deadelied void'll-- still

wlruen 1. t wa,s time' to rest ~h{ ·waitedto'$~ him";

Dia she ev·en need;, the, D•.J.l."{ VV~.I.,J.. (>'bv~o~slY- ~ ~ '.
. .~

frankly she: ceuld lillave ,.1o,s,;t ltLi~ion~' 'ago~'Yeii' sb:'d di.dlll't·~.

5r~ ,



And Deary hadn't gott~n th~f~ y&~. Deary uidN!t' know if

Dell

jUst

When the h.rrar's eeming is inev~table,

naIl got spoaked

the -deep and-~ndless darkness,

>.

conso1.e~ He'd read accounts of Spacers -I_et -ip. the

There alane in the Un~verse, many· of them had gone
-.

were permanently crippled by the force of their physIcal
. .

absurd ja~s. .tt'

panic •. But hew mere immeu'e, ~w

void, thick vdth enly'~nvisible numbers. Ne sta~s to wis~'

upen, jUs~ the occasienal monst~r~au.e de~p-dwel1er and-it
~ ~ - .. )

h~m .naked, "beE:bod~ fL~~ing

with his wOQd€n limbs.

make rt at al~~ ~ut she had been

.
the ceward com€~out on tep; He was a new man, or man thing

if you prefer He wa~ now the undead an~ nothing would

him again. Doug; for instanc~, lloug could fuck the w.ell off., ~










